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MOREHEAD TO CHANGE FACULTY HIRING METHOD
Morehead State University has decided to change its job application procedure for faculty positions after the
arrest of a professor on a sexual-abuse charge and the discovery that he had a prior criminal conviction.
All prospective faculty members have been ordered by Morehead State President Herb Reinhard to
complete a formal application that asks for information about any criminal convictions or activity.
The new policy followed the arrest of Robert Paige, an associate professor of speech who was hired in the
summer of 1983.
State police arrested Paige Thursday and charged him with first-degree sexual abuse, based on a complaint
filed by a Morehead parent. He was lodged in the Rowan County jail.
Paige pleaded guilty on May 22, 1981, to two charges of sexual assault, said Denise Walker, deputy court
clerk for Eau Claire County in Wisconsin. He received an eight-year jail sentence, but was placed on 17
years' probation after serving nearly a year in the Eau Claire County Jail, Ms. Walker said.
Reinhard changed the employment policy after he learned that the university did not require criminal
information or even the completion of a formal application for faculty positions, according to the statement
released Thursday by Judith Casto, director of public information.
The statement said Reinhard was informed earlier this week that shortly after Paige's employment in 1983
at least one university official was told that Paige had a criminal conviction in Wisconsin.
The statement said the state police and James Clay, a local probation officer, had told Jack Wilson,
chairman of Morehead State's department of communications, that Paige was on probation from the
Wisconsin conviction.
"Dr. Wilson did not share the information with his dean, vice president or president," the statement said.
Wilson could not be reached for response.
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